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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: ATRN EWWT, SA, KU, AD, IR 

SUBJECT: U.S. RO-RO VESSEL CALLS AT JIDDA PORT 

1 . THE FIRST REGULAR ROLL-ON/ROLL-OFF SERVICE DIRECT 
FROM U.S. PORTS TO THE MIDDLE EAST WAS INAUGURATED 
WITH THE ARRIVAL LAST WEEK OF THE FINNBUILDER AT 
JIDDA PORT. 

2. THE FINNBUILDER, ONE OF TWO RO-RO VESSELS TO BE 
OPERATED REGULARLY BETWEEN THE U.S. PORTS OF NEW YORK. 
BALTIMORE, AND GALVESTON AND THE MIDDLE EAST PORTS 

OF JIDDA. DAMMAM, KUWAIT, DUBAI, AND BANDAR SHAPOUR, 

IS A 14,000 TON VESSEL, 571 FEET LONG, STERN- 
LOADING, WITH A CONTAINER CAPACITY OF 469 TEU 
CONTAINERS OF 214 - 40 FOOT CONTAINERS. 

3. THE FINNBUILDER OFF-LOADED TRACTORS, AUTOMOBILES, 
HEAVY EQUIPMENT AND PRE-FAB HOUSES AT JIDDA PORT. 

IS IS SCHEDULED TO CALL AT BANDAR SHAPOUR BEFORE 
RETURNING TO THE U.S. 
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4. THE TWO RO-RO VESSELS - THE FINNBUILDER AND THE 
FINN-AMER - ARE OWNED AND OPERATED BY MARINE TRANS- 
PORT SERVICE, (MTS) FORTH RECTOR ST., NEW YORK, N.Y., 
TELEPHONE: 212-349-8577. THEIR AGENT IN SAUDI ARABIA 

IS THE MIDDLE EAST SHIPPING AGENCIES (A SUBSIDIARY 
OF ORRI LINES), P.O. BOX 2313, JIDDA, SAUDI ARABIA, 
TELEPHONE: 26184,32144. GENERAL MANAGER: A. DINAD. 

5. MR. DINAD ANTICIPATES REGULAR MONTHLY SERVICE IF 
THE INITIAL VOYAGES LIVE UP TO EXPECTATIONS. 

6. MTS HAS A THIRD RO-RO VESSEL - THE LAURENTIAN FOREST 
WHICH WILL BE OPERATING FROM U.S. TO MIDDLE AST 
PORTS, BUT WILL NOT BE CALLING AT JIDDA PORT 
BECAUSE IT IS A SIDE-LOADING VESSEL, THEREBY MAKING 

IT INELIGIBLE FOR PRIORITY BERTHING. 

7. FOR CAGNE/USDOC: U.S. EXPORTERS HOULD BE ADVISED 
OF THIS SERVICE. THE EXTREME CONGESTION AT JIDDA 
PORT HAS MADE SHIPPING VIA RO-RO VESSEL THE ONLY 
METHOD TO INSURE DELIVERY FROM THE U.S. TO JIDDA IN 
A REASONABLE TIME. 

PORTER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: MARINE TRANSPORTATION, CARGO SHIPS, PORT CALLS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 10 MAR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976JIDDA01798 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760096-0693 
From: JIDDA 

Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760377/aaaacpgo.tel 

Line Count: 84 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION NEA 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: ShawDG 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 31 AUG 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <31 AUG 2004 by meiwc>; APPROVED <08 DEC 2004 by ShawDG> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: U.S. RO-RO VESSEL CALLS AT JIDDA PORT 
TAGS: ATRN. EWWT, SA, KU, XF, IR 
To: COM 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



